Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

During the time of the emperor Nero (54-68), who displayed ex-
cessive cruelty against Christians, Saint Photina lived in Car-
thage with her younger son Joses and fearlessly preached the

Gospel there.

At Rome the emperor ordered the saints to be brought before
him and he asked them whether they truly believed in Christ. All
the confessors refused to renounce the Savior. In an impotent
rage Nero gave orders to flay the skin from Saint Photina and to

throw the martyr down a well.

After this Nero had her brought to him and asked if she would
now relent and offer sacrifice to the idols. Saint Photina spit in
the face of the emperor, and laughing at him, said, “O most impi-
ous of the blind, you profligate and stupid man! Do you think
me so deluded that I would consent to renounce my Lord Christ

and instead offer sacrifice to idols as blind as you?”

Hearing such words, Nero gave orders to again throw the martyr

down the well, where she surrendered her soul to God (ca. 66).
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Readings
Epistle Acts 11:19-26, 29-30
Gospel John 4: 5-42

Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection)

When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the
joyous message of Thy Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral
curse and elatedly told the apostles: “Death is overthrown! Christ
God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!”

Tone 8 Troparion (Midfeast)

In the middle of the feast, O Savior, fill my thirsting soul with the
waters of piety, as Thou didst cry to all: “If anyone thirst, let him
come to Me and drink!”// O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glo-
ry to Thee!

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)
The Samaritan Woman came to the well in faith; she saw Thee, the

Water of wisdom and drank abundantly.// She inherited the King-
dom on high, and is ever glorified!

Tone 4 Kontakion (Midfeast)

Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, cried to all in the midst
of the feast of the Law: “Come and draw the water of immortali-
ty!” We fall before Thee and faithfully cry:// “Grant us Thy mer-
cies, for Thou art the Fountain of our life!”

This Week at St. Herman’'s

Sunday, May 30— Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
e 9:30 AM—Divine Liturgy

Saturday, June 5% - Hieromartyr Dorotheus
¢ 6:30 PM—Great Vespers + Confessions




